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SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights 
 

• The situation for approximately 1.7 million children 

affected by the ongoing crisis in Ukraine remains 

extremely serious. Thousands of children remain in 

the area of ongoing conflict. Over 130,000 children 

are displaced to other regions of Ukraine.  

 

• The Strategic Response Plan for Ukraine was 

launched on 8 December in Geneva as part of the 

Global Humanitarian Appeal, covering emergencies 

in 15 countries. The Plan will be launched on 17 

December in Kyiv. 

 

• UNICEF is actively supporting the UNAIDS appeal to 

the humanitarian community to urgently 

mainstream HIV issues within the emergency 

response and early recovery activities in Ukraine.  

 

• In the past two weeks, UNICEF has delivered 433 

baby hygiene kits and 390 adult hygiene kits, 

benefiting over 850 children and their parents in 

Ugledar, a city in Donetsk oblast, and well as in 

Donetsk city, which will be distributed by local NGOs 

to families staying in bomb shelters.  

 

• The first batch of UNICEF emergency health kits will 

be delivered to Ukraine at the end of the week. 86 

kits include basic and specific drugs, disposable 

supplies and primary health care equipment 

covering over 80,000 internally displaced persons 

(IDPs).  

 

 

 

 

 

12 December 2014 
 

130,274  
# of children internally displaced  
 

542,080 
# of people internally displaced 
(State Emergency Service, 12 December 2014) 

 

5.2 million 
# of affected people 
(OCHA, Humanitarian Needs Overview, December 2014) 

 

1.7 million 
approx. # of affected children   
 

1.4 million 
# of people in need of humanitarian aid 
(OCHA, Strategic Response Plan, December 2014) 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
The situation for more than 5.2 million people, including approximately 1.7 million children affected by the ongoing 

crisis in Ukraine, remains extremely serious. Thousands of children remain in the area of ongoing conflict as well as 

displaced to other regions of Ukraine. As of 12 December, 542,080 people have been internally displaced including 

130,274 children according to the State Emergency Service (SES).  

 

On 9 December, President of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko declared a "day of silence" and suspended military 

operations in the east, aiming to restore the September cease-fire agreement, which since then has been broken 

almost daily with multiple deaths among civilians, including children.  

 

According to the preliminary WASH assessment in Donetsk oblast conducted by UNICEF in cooperation with the 

NGO People in Need, many villages and communities such as Selydove, Vuhledar, Avdeevka, Bryanka, Krasny Luch, 

and Khurakhovo are in urgent need of water. Stakhanov and Alchevsk villages have no power supply and the water 

is provided once every 7-10 days. Likewise, in some other 

villages, the pipeline was damaged requiring urgent repair 

and people need to carry water from nearest villages, as 

local municipalities do not have money for drilling. Lack of 

quality drinking water and damaged hygiene facilities put 

children’s health in danger.   

 

Monitoring of child protection issues in the ongoing conflict 

continues to be a challenge due to constrained 

humanitarian access and security concerns. UNICEF has 

reached a preliminary agreement with the Organisation for 

Security and Co-Operation in Europe (OSCE) to develop a 

joint monitoring mechanism, addressing children’s issues in 

conflict. The OSCE monitoring teams will be trained to 

better identify child rights violations. The collected 

information will be analysed to inform the UNICEF 

emergency response, including advocacy with government and civil society partners to improve awareness on child 

rights.   

 

In the last 10 months, the number of newly registered HIV cases has been 2,663 in Donetsk and 458 in Luhansk 

(21% fewer cases in Donetsk and 38.7% fewer in Luhansk, compared to the same period in 2013). However, 

according to Ukraine’s State Service of Social Diseases, the numbers do not represent a decrease in the growth rate, 

but rather demonstrate the lack of access by populations to testing facilities in the areas of on-going fighting.  

 

Damaged infrastructure, lack of medical personnel, hampered access to medical facilities and lack of medicines all 

contributed to the decline in the number of tests conducted in the non-government controlled territories. The State 

Service of Social Disease also forecasts the deterioration of HIV epidemic in these areas.    

 

UNICEF actively supports the UNAIDS appeal to the humanitarian community to urgently mainstream HIV into all 

activities related to the emergency response and early recovery in Ukraine. UNICEF in Ukraine will join the other 

agencies in order to ensure that women and children have continuous access to HIV counselling, testing and 

treatment.  

 

Furthermore, to ensure continuous monitoring of children’s access to education and damaged school infrastructure 

in the areas of active fighting, UNICEF has established cooperation with a Donetsk-based NGO, Maximal. According 

to NGO contacts in Donetsk city, around 90 education facilities have been damaged to date because of fighting; 

approximately one third of them have been renovated.  In Slavyansk city, the list of damaged schools was confirmed 

for further renovation after the mission of UNICEF emergency education specialist. With the onset of winter, 

extremely harsh weather conditions have exacerbated the impact of the crisis on the lives of children and their 

families. UNICEF complements the efforts of other humanitarian agencies on winterization with the procurement 

of winter clothes sets for the most vulnerable children. 

A shell hit the roof of kindergarten ‘Borovichok’ in 

Donetsk city. [Credit: UNICEF Ukraine/2014/I.Shtukarin] 
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Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  

 

The Strategic Response Plan for Ukraine was launched on 8 December in Geneva as part of the Global Humanitarian 

Appeal. The humanitarian community estimates that 1.4 million people are in need of humanitarian aid and will 

target 900,000 of the most vulnerable people in the five most affected regions of Ukraine in 2015. The Plan will be 

launched on 17 December in Kyiv.  

 

On 3 December, the UN Resident Coordinator in Ukraine submitted an official request to the UN Under-Secretary-

General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator seeking the approval for activation of the 

cluster system in Ukraine.  UNICEF is foreseen to take responsibility of coordination for Education and WASH 

clusters, child protection sub-group and to contribute to coordination of health and nutrition sector in partnership 

with WHO and WFP. 

 

UNICEF has also initiated a steering committee for a joint psychosocial group to develop collective standards and 

a cohesive response to children and people affected by the conflict. 

  

Summary of Programme Response   
 

Education 

UNICEF emergency education specialist conducted a mission to Slavyansk for a preliminary assessment of 

damaged education facilities. As a result, a list of damaged schools was submitted to the State Emergency Service. 

This will form the basis for collaboration with UNICEF to support the rehabilitation of schools in need of repair.  

 

UNICEF is finalising the agreement with Save the Children to implement a comprehensive child-centred assessment 

across sectors, including education. The information will be gathered to define the gaps, get the breakdown of 

pupils who are not attending schools and children out of preschool facilities and analyse the reasons for this. 

Information will also be compiled in relation to IDPs and the issues they face attending the schools, their behaviours, 

the need for psychosocial support, and further 

integration into host communities.  

 

Due to increased demand, an additional print run of the 

mine risk education (MRE) posters is being processed, 

and comprehensive MRE activities are under 

development in cooperation with the Danish Demining 

Group. 
 

WASH 

In the past two weeks, UNICEF has delivered 200 adult 

hygiene kits and 44 baby hygiene kits to Ugledar, a city 

in Donetsk oblast. 389 baby hygiene kits and 190 adult 

hygiene kits have also been delivered to Donetsk to be 

distributed in bomb shelters by local NGOs. 

  

UNICEF has reached 8,000 school-aged children in Luhansk and Kharkiv oblasts with information on good hygiene 

practices. 40 teachers will be trained in hygiene promotion in emergencies in the cities of Luhansk and Kharkiv. 

Together with the local partner, Mama 86, UNICEF will conduct 120 thematic lessons on hygiene in emergencies in 

40 schools and will provide WASH guidebooks for instruction.  

Child Protection 

UNICEF held a two-day strategy meeting with partners in Kharkiv to develop 12 Community Protection Centers in 

Kharkiv, Dnipropetrovsk and Zaporizhzhia oblasts. Community Protection Centers are places where all affected 

community members can access information but with a specific focus on providing protection and support to 

women, adolescents and children in need. District-level Ministry of Social Policy Centres for Family, Children and 

Youth agreed to develop mechanisms for direct social service support with Community Protection Centres targeting 

children and caregivers, which will be established by UNICEF with partner NGOs. 

With ECHO support, UNICEF delivers 60 hygiene kits to an 

IDP relief centre in Kharkiv. [Credit: UNICEFUkraine/2014/ P.Zmej] 
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An additional 40 school psychologists were trained in Donetsk oblast to enhance their capacities to address 

children’s heightened stress, bringing the total number trained to 140 of the 400 planned. These psychologists will 

reach 4,000 children and caregivers. The UNICEF-supported Child Hotline received 2,282 calls between 23 

November and 7 December 2014.  The callers who identified themselves as IDPs mostly inquired about receiving 

social benefits, renewal of lost documents and evacuation of children out of the non-government controlled areas.  
 

Health 

The first batch of UNICEF emergency health kits was granted humanitarian aid status and will be delivered to 

Ukraine on 14 December 2014. The 86 kits include basic and specific drugs, disposable supplies and primary health 

care equipment covering over 80,000 IDPs (families with children) for a three-month period in Kharkiv, 

Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Luhansk and Zaporizhzhia oblasts.  
 

Funding and Planning 
 
The UNICEF crisis response in Ukraine is currently 69% funded.  UNICEF is grateful for the contributions to date, 

and is appealing for additional funds which are urgently required to enable an effective, scaled-up response to the 

needs of Ukrainian children and their families who are caught up in the conflict.  
 

Funding Status 

Education 
Child 

Protection 

Health & 

Nutrition 

 

WASH 

 

Field support & 

Coordination 
Total 

In US Dollars 

Ukraine 
Required 2,900,00 1,300,000 4,650,000 2,200,000 2,500,00 13,550,000  

Funded 1,929,670 912,714 4,392,287 1,340,828 822,500 9,397,999  

 
 

Next SitRep: 9/1/2015 
 
 

UNICEF Ukraine Crisis: http://www.unicef.org.ua  Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine Twitter:  @unicef_ua 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Who to 

contact for 

further 

information: 

Giovanna Barberis 

Representative 

UNICEF Ukraine 

Tel: +( 380-44) 5210125, 254 2439 

Email: gbarberis@unicef.org  

Veronika Vashchenko 

Communication Officer 

UNICEF Ukraine 

Tel: +( 380-44) 5210125, 254 2439 

Email: vvashchenko@unicef.org  


